
Welcome to the workshop, Introduction to the UNIX Command Line. For this workshop we will 

be using the UNIX command line as well as a text editor. Please have them setup and ready to 

use before arriving. If you are unfamiliar with either that is perfectly ok. Please see below for 

instructions on how to get what you need. For these choices if you have a preferred option 

already please feel free to use that instead. 

 

For Windows: 

Command Line, Download and Install Cygwin:  

goto: https://www.cygwin.com/ 

download: setup-x86.exe 

execute it and take the default options 

Text editor:  

We are going to use Notepad (which should already be installed). 

 

For Mac: 

Command Line: 

 We are going to use a program called ‘terminal’. It should already be installed. Use the 

finder to search for it and make sure it runs. Become familiar with opening a terminal. 

Text editor: 

We are going to use ‘nano’. This program is also already installed on your machine and 

is run from the terminal. To run just type ‘nano’ at the command line. 

 

If any of this is intimidating or scary don’t worry, we’ll get it straightened out at the workshop. 

That’s what it’s all about. 

 


