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Libra	allows	University	of	Virginia	scholars	to	make	completed	versions	of	their	work—
such	as	preprints	and	published	articles—freely	available	to	the	general	public	for	
research,	scholarship,	teaching	and	learning,	and	to	store	their	work	in	a	central,	stable	
location.	The	repository	makes	research	more	visible	to	a	wider	audience	and	helps	assure	
the	long-term	preservation	of	UVA	scholars’	works.	
	
While	Libra	has	been	developed	specifically	as	an	open	access	repository	for	scholarly	
works	such	as	articles,	books,	and	datasets	authored	by	the	UVA	community,	other	works	
may	be	deposited	as	well,	as	long	as	sufficient	rights	have	been	retained	by	the	author	or	
authors.		
	
Dissertations	and	theses	of	graduating	UVA	students	from	participating	schools	and	
departments	are	added	to	Libra	and	made	available	on	a	long-term	basis	as	a	replacement	
for	paper	copies	added	to	the	Library's	shelves.		
	
Items	generated	by	the	UVA	community	accepted	for	deposit	in	Libra	include:	
	

• Electronic	theses	and	dissertations	(including	PDF	and	other	department-approved	
formats	such	as	HTML	and	multimedia)	

• Scholarly	articles	in	formats	permitted	by	publisher	and	self-archiving	policies	listed	
in	SHERPA/RoMEO			

• Conference	papers	and	posters	
• Technical	reports	
• Datasets,	or	other	products	of	research,	suitable	for	open	access	(e.g.	sets	of	images,	

records,	quantitative,	and	qualitative	data)	
• Grey	literature	(e.g.,	blog	posts,	Twitter	logs,	non-published	talks	and	presentations)	
• Descriptions	and	links	to	persistent	identifiers	(e.g.,	DOI)	for	data	stored	in	

re3data.org-reviewed	repositories	which	meet	the	following	criteria:	Copyright	held	
by	a	UVA-affiliated	author,	Open	Access,	persistent	identifier,	and	re3data.org-
reviewed.	See	http://www.re3data.org/faq/	for	criteria	descriptions.	

• Descriptions	and	links	to	persistent	identifiers	(e.g.,	DOI)	for	products	of	research	
stored	in	discipline-based	and	institutional	repositories	which	meet	the	following	
criteria:	Copyright	held	by	a	UVA-affiliated	author,	Open	Access,	persistent	
identifier,	and	hosted	by	an	R1	or	scholarly	society	(e.g.,	ArXiv,	OSF	pre-prints,	MLA	
Commons,	PubMed)	
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Libra	Team,	libra@virginia.edu.	


